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emporot sold to re-sellers. The so-called detgma^ the bazaar
building in the Peiraeus, apparently served this purpose.
Here, during the coup de main of Teleutias in 3^7 B.C , some
emporoi and nauklerot were taken prisoner 1 Here the emporoi
exhibited specimens of their goods while the cargo was still on
board the ship; most of the purchasers were retailers or State
officials Aristophanes compares the deigma with the
the *bazaar of legal judgments' 2
It is clear that these emporoi^ as compared with the
were wholesale traders But it would be a mistake to assume
that all emporot sold through middlemen. Almost all business^
even overseas trade,, was still on a comparatively small scalej and
most of the emporot sailed from port to port, selling their goods
themselves* To repeat it once more * the outstanding difference
between kapeha and empotu? was that between home and
foreign trade, but there was no real social gap between them -
Translations such as 'wholesale merchant' for emporosy "ship-
ping-magnate5 (Reeder) for naukleros, 'grocer' (Kramer) for
kape/os, are not only misleading because of their modern
flavour > more than that, they hide the fact that there existed a
single middle class, which we may divide into a higher and a
lower section, but which nevertheless formed a social unit. It
included not only the tradesmen, but craftsmen and farmers
as well.4 Even the distinction between these groups was not
absolute. The Attic farmer, it is true, did not normally go to
sea in order to sell his wine and oil, as two centuries earlier
Sappho's brother had done; but it is by no means impossible
that occasionally the owner of a larger estate or workshop went
on board a ship and sold his goods himself. There is no
evidence for this, but even without this supposed mixture of
vocations, all of them, the emporot and kapelot, the craftsmen
and farmers, belonged to the same class.
Rich and poor, of course5 formed something like two camps,
no less in life than in comedy, and there was a wide difference
of opinion concerning the two groups Nevertheless, there
was no 'class-struggle*; not all the wealthy outside the nobility
1 Xen  hell V, I, 21, in Lvsias, frg   17, 6, the Sayuot is described as the
place w here a great mam citizen* and foreigners meet
^979
3  On this point I belie\ e HasebroeL is entire!} right
4  Cf Xen mm, III, yy 6, and above, pp. 80,92?